41.   INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS
ON VICEROTS SPEECH
AHMEDABAD,
December 24, 1921
Interviewed by an Associated Press correspondent, Mr. Gandhi made the
following statement regarding His Excellency Lord Reading's speech1 at Calcutta
in reply to the deputation lod by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya :
I must confess that I have read the Viceregal utterance with
deep pain. I was totally unprepared for what I must respectfully
call his mischievous misrepresentation of the attitude of the Con-
gress and the Khilafat organization in connection with the visit
of his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. Every resolution pass-
ed by either organization and every speaker has laid the greatest
stress upon the fact that there was no question of showing the
slightest ill will against the Prince or exposing him. to any affront.
The boycott was purely a question of principle and directed
against what we have held to be the unscrupulous methods of the
bureaucracy. I have always held, as I hold even now, that the
Prince has been brought to India in order to strengthen the hold
of the civil service corporation which has brought India into a
state of abject pauperism and political serfdom. If I am proved
to be wrong in my supposition that the visit has that sinister mean-
ing I shall gladly apologize*
It is equally unfortunate for the Viceroy to say that the boy-
cott of the welcome means an affront to the British people. His
Excellency does not realize what a grievous wrong he is doing to his
own people by confusing them with, the British administrators in
India. Does he wish India to infer that the British administra-
tors here represent the British people and that the agitation
directed against their methods is an agitation against the British
people? And if such is the Viceregal contention and if to conduct
* Delivered on December 21, 1921, in which Lord Reading had, according
to India in 1921-22* "fully explained the reasons which led Government to en-
force special Acts; emphasized his determination to protect law-abiding subjects,
and, further, in view of the approaching visit of His Royal Highness the
Prince of Wales, conveyed grave warning as to the effect likely to be produced
on the public and Parliament of the United Kingdom by affronts offered to the
Heir to the Throne. His Excellency insisted also as a condition precedent even
to the discussion of any project of a conference, on the imperative necessity for
the discontinuance of the unlawful activities of the non-co-operation party."